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INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE

Long-term, Fundamental Investment 

Principles

Young Investors Society is an after-school club 

program that teaches financial literacy through 

personal finance & stock market programs and 

emphasizes



YIS is dedicated to preparing the next generation of 

investors.

Our mission is to inspire youth to be outstanding long-term 

investors – investors in companies, investors in communities 

and investors in themselves.

BACKGROUND

Mission

Young Investors Society (YIS) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization.  It was founded in 2014 by James Fletcher, 

CFA, Portfolio Manager at APG Asset Management and 

other successful investors and business professionals.

Background

Young Investors Society



MARKET
Problem

85% of parents believe that financial 

education courses should be a requirement 

for high school graduation (LearnVest)

2/3 of high-school students fail a 

basic financial literacy test 

(JumpStart)

Problem

Reality

As of 2015, 39 states have adopted financial 

literacy standards as part of the Common Core 

State Standards (CEE) 

Existing in-school programs teach about the stock 

market using mock-portfolios, which rewards risky 

behavior and short-term thinking. 

Problem

Reality

Solution

Over 90% of Young Investors Society 

members that participate in the program 

successfully pass a standardized financial 

literacy test (2017)



PROGRAMS
One-of-a-Kind Curriculum



PROGRAMS
A Turn-Key Teaching Platform

Engaging       

Lesson Plans

Prezi 

Presentations

Instructional 

Videos

Teacher Support 

Dashboard

Online 

Learning Modules



PROGRAMS
After School Clubs

• To ensure a rich experience, YIS teaches 

students to create life changing habits to 

save and invest for their future in a fun 

team environment either in-person or 

online. 

• Each local chapter learns the 

fundamentals of saving and investing. 

• The clubs are predominantly student-led, 

while overseen by a school 

advisor/teacher.

• Students join a community of other YIS 

students around the world, gain 

leadership experience and learn many life 

lessons (e.g. hard work, patience, 

teamwork, etc.). 

Club Program



PROGRAMS
Personal Finance

• YIS students can begin their personal 

finance journey and learn real-life 

lessons with our newest Money Skillz

Bootcamp Program.  

• The curriculum includes lessons in 

Earning Money, Budgeting, Banking, 

Career Exploration, Saving, and Investing 

and so much more! 

• YIS also offers YouTube videos for each 

lesson that can be found on our YouTube 

Channel (YISORG) 

Personal Finance Curriculum



PROGRAMS
Start Investing NOW Giveaway

Young Investors Society has launched the Start 

Investing Now program to encourage students 

to open Brokerage/Investment accounts to start 

investing in their future! 

Students are encouraged to open 

brokerage/investment accounts at any financial 

institution (Custodial Account if under 18 years 

old)

As an added BONUS, students will be randomly 

selected monthly to receive $100.00 to invest in 

their new account!

Open your brokerage account TODAY!

Enter the Giveaway here: 

https://yis.org/programs/start-investing-now/

Start Investing NOW Giveaway!

https://yis.org/programs/start-investing-now/


PROGRAMS
The Dollar-A-Day Challenge

• YIS members can begin investing today by 

taking the “Dollar-A-Day Challenge.”

• Students can begin to invest one dollar per 

day into a personal brokerage account.

• Students learn the power of compound 

interest and start to actively save for 

retirement and can also compete for a 

donor match scholarship by submitting a 

brief essay. 

• This program helps students develop the 

lifetime habit of saving and investing for 

retirement as well as to understand the 

value of long-term decisions. 

The Dollar-A-Day Challenge



PROGRAMS
The Dollar-A-Day Impact

Saving $1/day 
or drinking one less can of soda

Net Worth Net Worth 
matches 

1000 

students

1x1 

AGE 15

AGE 70 AGE 70

10% 10%

~20% of kids 

awarded 1x1 

match

$1.5 million $3.1 million

Notes: 11.0% is the historical average return of the S&P 500 from 1928-2015

SECOND GENERATION

Age

70

Net Worth 

$26 billion



PROGRAMS
Stock Pitch Competition

• YIS’ annual flagship event is the Global Stock 

Pitch Competition. This competition is the 

culmination of investment skills gained 

during the year and provides High School 

students hands-on mentoring in financial 

analysis.

• Each student or team writes a report on their 

chosen company with a “Buy” or “Sell” 

recommendation and then presents and 

defends their analysis to a panel of judges.

• In 2020, over 250 students from 21 US states 

and four countries competed in the 

competition.  The global finals were held 

online and sponsored by Investor’s Business 

Daily. 

Global Stock Pitch Competition



PROGRAMS
Stock Pitch Competition



PROGRAMS
Certified Young Investment Analyst (CYIA®)

• The highest honor within the Young Investors Society is to be 

awarded a Certified Young Investment Analyst (CYIA®) Designation.

• The CYIA® Designation represents a tremendous achievement.  Less 

than 10% of those students that enter YIS end up achieving the 

CYIA® Designation. 

• It is widely respected by Universities and future employers.  

1. Be an active member of Young Investors Society

2. Pass the online timed CYIA® exam (50% pass rate).

3. Participate in a State or Regional Stock Pitch Competition.

4. Participate in the YIS Dollar-A-Day Challenge. 

5. High School Teacher or YIS Advisor Letter of Recommendation.

6. Participate in a Community Service Project – 10 hrs.

7. Minimum GPA of 3.0 or equivalent.

8. Conduct a final interview with a YIS Board Member.

Designation

Requirements



PROGRAMS
CFA Institute Investment Foundations® Program

• Young Investors Society has partnered with the CFA Institute to bring the CFA Investment 

Foundations® program to our YIS students in Fall 2020.

• The CFA Institute Investment Foundations Program covers the essentials of finance, ethics, 

and investment roles, providing a clear understanding of the global investment industry.

• This 80-hour online learning experience is designed for anyone who wants to enter or 

advance within the investment management industry, including IT, operations, accounting, 

administration, and marketing.

• Candidates who successfully pass the online exam earn the CFA Institute Investment 

Foundations Certificate, demonstrating a mastery of core foundational principles of the 

investment profession.

• We are so excited to be able to offer this program to our YIS students and continue our 

mission of preparing the next generation of outstanding investors.

• Applications can be submitted at any time to Ctobin@yis.org

mailto:Ctobin@yis.org


PROGRAMS
At-Risk Initiative

• Our goal is to bring financial literacy to 

underserved communities and give at-risk 

students the opportunity to learn life-changing 

habits to save and invest for their future through 

our YIS after-school financial literacy club that 

focuses on personal finance.

• We have recently launched our Money Skillz

Bootcamp that provide personal finance 

curriculum to our At-Risk students that is 

comprised of earning money, saving, budgeting, 

banking, investing, and career exploration that 

will lay the foundation for future YIS programs. 

• The Money Skillz Bootcamp is structured as a 

student self-study course and meets all the 

criteria for current distance learning methods.

YIS At-Risk Initiative

We hope to end the cycle of poverty in 

low-income communities by 

empowering the youth to take an active 

role in their financial future. 



OUR IMPACT
2020-2021 ACTIVE SCHOOLS

540 Registered Schools

SCHOOLS

ACTIVE MEMBERS

CHAPTERS

3000+ Participating Students

▪ California

▪ Utah

▪ Washington

▪ Arizona

▪ Nevada

▪ Idaho

▪ Colorado

▪ Texas

▪ Iowa

▪ Michigan

▪ Illinois

▪ Ohio

▪ Mississippi

▪ New 

Hampshire

▪ Pennsylvania

▪ New Jersey

▪ New York

▪ Virginia

▪ Hawaii

▪ Hong Kong

▪ Malaysia

▪ Singapore

▪ India

▪ Thailand 

United States

International

▪ Georgia

▪ Rhode Island 

▪ Connecticut

▪ Massachusetts
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GROWTH PLAN

2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 LONG TERM
15 years

Schools 50 195 300 510 800 10,000

Students 250 1270 1776 2,850 4000 100,000

Dollar-a-Day

Matches
6 12 50 100 100 1,000

Stock Pitch

Competition 
30 87 225 242 400 10,000

CYIA Achievers 0 0 9 36 50 500



SPONSORS & PARTNERS
YIS



APPENDIX
YIS Board of Directors

JAMES FLETCHER, CFA

Portfolio Manager at 

APG Asset Management

LEE MACKAY

Partner at Nevers, Palazzo, 

Packard, Wildermuth & Wynner

DAVE MILES, CFA

Research Analyst at 

Fidelity Investments

ANDREW DAVIS

Independent Financial 

Advisor at WealthSource

Partners

JANE WINSLOW

Senior Vice President at 

Merrill Lynch (Retired)

BRYAN JACK, CPA

CHRISTINE TOBIN

CLAUDIO BROCADO

LUCY CHUAH KENT ELWELL, CRPC

STEVE BARRUS

Controller at 

First National Bank of Layton

Portfolio Manager at 

Batterymarch Financial (Retired)

Equity Sales at CLSA Americas 

LLC. 

Managing Director for Capital 

Wealth Planning, LLC 

Financial Consultant at 

Fidelity Investments
Chief Operating Officer at

Young Investors Society

MATT WELLING

Vice President at Wasatch Advisors

MARC VAN COTT

Portfolio Manager at Credit Suisse

(Retired) 



THANK YOU


