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Young Investors Society provides quality financial literacy 
education and programs to students from all backgrounds 
and socio-economic levels. We aim to teach finance and 
investing skills that will last a lifetime and empower 
students to take control of their financial future.

BACKGROUND

Mission

Young Investors Society (YIS) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization.  It was founded in 2014 by James Fletcher, 

CFA, Portfolio Manager at APG Asset Management and 

other successful investors and business professionals.

Background

Young Investors Society



The YIS Access initiative provides access to FREE, 
quality, financial literacy education, mentorship, STEM 

career education, and scholarships to a variety of 
talented students in under-resourced communities.

INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE

Only six states require a stand-alone personal finance course to be taken in 
high school -Alabama, Iowa, North Carolina, Tennessee, Utah and Virginia.

(CNBC, February 2020)







PROGRAMS
YIS ACCESS Initiative

• The YIS Access initiative provides access to 
FREE, quality, financial literacy education, 
mentorship, STEM career education, and 
scholarships to a variety of talented 
students in under-resourced communities.

• Student will learn Account Management, 
Budgeting, Credit Profile, Loans & Debt, 
Entrepreneurship, Saving, Stocks, and 
Investing. 

• We hope to increase access to financial 
literacy in under-resourced communities, 
to encourage minorities and women in 
finance and empower youth to take an 
active role in their financial future. 

YIS Access Initiative



A study by the US Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) analyzed census 
data from 2008 and found that household income dramatically impacts youth outcomes. 
Youth from low-income families are more likely to be teen mothers, engage in gang 
activity and delinquent behaviors, and are less likely to graduate from a 4-year college 
than are youth from middle-income and high-income families.

INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE
Understanding Underserved Communities

•40% of children in the United States lived in low-income families, families with incomes at 
or below 200% of the federal poverty level (ASPE).

•Nearly 1/3 of youth from low-income families (29%) fail to earn high school diplomas 
(ASPE).

•Only 1/10 of youth from low-income families (10%) go on to graduate from a four-year 
college (ASPE).

•2/3 of High School students fail a basic financial literacy test (JumpStart).

Under-Resourced Community  Statistics

Impacts to Underserved Youth 



MARKET
Problem

2/3 of high-school students fail a 
basic financial literacy test
( JumpStart)

Problem

Reality

As of 2020, only six states require a stand-alone 
personal finance course to be taken in high school. 
( Alabama, Iowa, North Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia) 

(Council for Economic Education)  

Problem

Reality

Solution

The YIS Access Initiative provides access to FREE, quality, financial literacy education, mentorship, STEM 
career education, and scholarships to a variety of talented students in under-resourced communities.

In 2019, women’s global representation on 
executive committees in major financial services 
firms was only 20% in the United States. 
(Catalyst) 

In 2019, under-represented ethnic group 
representation in professional positions in 
finance services was only 28% in the United 
States. (U.S Government Accountability Office) 

Over 90% of Young Investors Society 
members that participate in YIS 
successfully pass a standardized 
financial literacy test (2017)

Increase access to under-
represented ethnic groups: 
Under-Represented ethic 
groups in Young Investors 
Society is 67% (2019) 

Increase access to women: 
Women representation in 
Young Investors Society is 
54% (2019) 



PROGRAMS
One-of-a-Kind Curriculum



PROGRAMS
A Turn-Key Teaching Platform

Engaging       
Lesson Plans

Prezi 
Presentations

Instructional 
Videos

Teacher Support 
Dashboard

Online 
Learning Modules



PROGRAMS
After School Enrichment Clubs

• To ensure a rich experience, YIS teaches 
students to create life changing habits 
to save and invest for their future in a 
fun team environment.

• Each local chapter learns the 
fundamentals of saving and investing. 

• The clubs are predominantly student-
led, while overseen by a school 
advisor/teacher.

• Students join a community of other YIS 
students around the world, gain 
leadership experience and learn many 
life lessons (e.g. hard work, patience, 
teamwork, etc.). 

After School Club Program



PROGRAMS
YIS Global Online Club

• The YIS Global Online club provides alternative 
ways for students to learn and access YIS 
course concepts, interactive Prezi 
presentations, videos, and lessons taught by 
our YIS Student Advisory Board Members. 

• Discussion forums and chat options will give 
students the unique chance to discover the 
viewpoints of each of their classmates as well 
as the opportunity to share their own 
thoughts and ideas.

• The YIS Global weekly online club will meet via 
Zoom Video (up to 100 students) and 
streamed LIVE on YouTube. Recorded club 
meetings will be available on our YouTube 
Channel for students who can't attend a 
meeting or would like to review the material.

Online Club Program



PROGRAMS
Personal Finance

• YIS students can begin their personal 
finance journey and learn real-life 
lessons with our newest Money Skillz
Bootcamp Program.  

• The curriculum includes lessons in 
Earning Money, Budgeting, Banking, 
Career Exploration, Saving, and 
Investing and so much more! 

• YIS also offers YouTube videos for 
each lesson that can be found on our 
YouTube Channel (YISORG) 

Personal Finance Curriculum



PROGRAMS
Investing

• YIS students can begin learning 
investment skills in Units 1-7. 

• Each Unit Contains 3-4 Lessons which 
includes Prezi Presentations, Videos, 
and Quizzes. 

• The curriculum includes lessons in The 
Value of a Stock, What Makes a Good 
Business, Learning to Speak the 
Language of Finance, Intrinsic Value 
and so much more!

• YIS also offers YouTube videos for 
each lesson that can be found on our 
YouTube Channel (YISORG)

Investment Curriculum



PROGRAMS
Start Investing NOW Program

Young Investors Society has launched the 
Start Investing Now program to encourage 
students to open Brokerage/Investment 
accounts to start investing in their future! 
Students are encouraged to open 
brokerage/investment accounts at any 
financial institution (Custodial Account if 
under 18 years old)
As an added BONUS, students will be 
randomly selected monthly to receive 
$100.00 Stockpile Gift Card!

Open your brokerage account TODAY!
Enter the Start Investing Now program here: 
https://yis.org/programs/start-investing-now/

Start Investing NOW Sponsored by 
Stockpile



PROGRAMS
The Dollar-A-Day Challenge

• YIS members can begin investing today 
by taking the “Dollar-A-Day Challenge.”

• Students can begin to invest one dollar 
per day into a personal brokerage 
account.

• Students learn the power of compound 
interest and start to actively save for 
retirement and can also compete for a 
donor match scholarship by submitting a 
brief essay. 

• This program helps students develop the 
lifetime habit of saving and investing for 
retirement as well as to understand the 
value of long-term decisions. 

The Dollar-A-Day Challenge



PROGRAMS
The Dollar-A-Day Impact

Saving $1/day 
or drinking one less can of soda

Net Worth Net Worth 
matches 

1000 
students

1x1 

AGE 15

AGE 70 AGE 70

10% 10%

~20% of kids 
awarded 1x1 
match

$1.5 million $3.1 million

Notes: 11.0% is the historical average return of the S&P 500 from 1928-2015

SECOND GENERATION

Age

70

Net Worth 

$26 billion



PROGRAMS
Stock Pitch Competition

• YIS’ annual flagship event is the Global 
Stock Pitch Competition. This competition 
is the culmination of investment skills 
gained during the year and provides High 
School students hands-on mentoring in 
financial analysis.

• Each student or team writes a report on 
their chosen company with a “Buy” or “Sell” 
recommendation and then presents and 
defends their analysis to a panel of judges.

• In 2021, over 330 students from 30 US 
states and 14 countries competed in the 
competition.  The global finals were held 
online and sponsored by Citi, JP Morgan, 
EMQQ, and Investor’s Business Daily. 

Global Stock Pitch Competition



PROGRAMS
Stock Pitch Competition



PROGRAMS
Certified Young Investment Analyst 
(CYIA®)

• The highest honor within the Young Investors Society is to be 

awarded a Certified Young Investment Analyst (CYIA®) 
Designation.

• The CYIA® Designation represents a tremendous achievement.  
Less than 10% of those students that enter YIS end up achieving 
the CYIA® Designation. 

• It is widely respected by Universities and future employers.  

1. Be an active member of Young Investors Society
2. Pass the online timed CYIA® exam (50% pass rate).
3. Participate in a State or Regional Stock Pitch Competition.
4. Participate in the Dollar-A-Day Challenge
5. High School Teacher or YIS Advisor Letter of Recommendation.
6. Participate in a Community Service Project – 10 hrs.
7. Minimum GPA of 3.0 or equivalent.
8. Conduct a final interview with a YIS Board Member.

Designation

Requirements



PROGRAMS
CFA Institute Investment Foundations® 
Program

• Young Investors Society has partnered with the CFA Institute to bring the CFA Investment 
Foundations® program to our YIS students in Fall 2020.

• The CFA Institute Investment Foundations Program covers the essentials of finance, 
ethics, and investment roles, providing a clear understanding of the global investment 
industry.

• This 80-hour online learning experience is designed for anyone who wants to enter or 
advance within the investment management industry, including IT, operations, 
accounting, administration, and marketing.

• Candidates who successfully pass the online exam earn the CFA Institute Investment 
Foundations Certificate, demonstrating a mastery of core foundational principles of the 
investment profession.

• We are so excited to be able to offer this program to our YIS students and continue our 
mission of preparing the next generation of outstanding investors.

• Applications can be submitted at any time to Ctobin@yis.org



SPONSORS & PARTNERS
YIS



THANK YOU


