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IDEA OF THE WEEK
Get Involved

• “Idea of the Week” is a weekly 
discussion that kicks off every YIS Club 
Meeting. 

• Nominate one student per week to 
research a company, investment topic, 
or financial news issue.

• Student will present their “Idea of the 
Week to the group and have a brief 
discussion on the topic.

• “Idea of the Week” topics can be 
current events in the finance industry, 
industry announcements, company 
news, and even predictions about 
what a company will do next.   

What is Idea of the Week?



Young Investors Society provides quality financial literacy 
education and programs to students from all backgrounds 
and socio-economic levels. 
We aim to teach finance and investing skills that will last a 
lifetime and empower students to take control of their 
financial future.

BACKGROUND

Mission

Young Investors Society (YIS) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization.  It was founded in 2015 by James Fletcher, 
Chief Investment Officer at Ethos Investment 
Management and other successful investors and 
business professionals.

Background

Young Investors Society



MARKET
Problem

2/3 of high-school students fail a 
basic financial literacy test.
( JumpStart)

Problem

Reality

As of 2022, only 7 states in the U.S require a stand-
alone personal finance course to be taken in high 
school. ( Alabama, Iowa, North Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, 
Missouri, Virginia) (Council for Economic Education)  

Problem

Reality

Solution

The YIS Access Initiative provides access to FREE, quality, financial literacy education, mentorship, STEM 
career education, and scholarships to a variety of talented students in under-resourced communities.

In 2019, women’s global representation on 
executive committees in major financial services 
firms was only 20% in the United States. 
(Catalyst) 

In 2019, under-represented groups in 
professional positions in finance services 
was only 28% in the United States. 
(U.S Government Accountability Office) 

Over 90% of Young Investors Society 
members that participate in YIS 
successfully pass a standardized 
financial literacy test (2017)

Increase access to under-
represented groups: 
Under-represented groups in 
Young Investors Society is 67% 
(2019) 

Increase access to women: 
Women representation in 
Young Investors Society is 
54% (2019) 



YIS FOUNDER’S STORY

Click to watch our Founder’s Story Video here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsCHuHNYWLE

We believe financial education in the United States 
and abroad is inadequate at best. 

It does not begin to prepare students to manage 
their personal finances, let alone make responsible 
investment decisions in adulthood. 

According to JumpStart, two-thirds of U.S. high-
school students fail a basic financial literacy test.

YIS wants to change that!

Why Does YIS Exist?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pr_L0kqIsWw&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsCHuHNYWLE


YIS Overview Video

Click to watch the YIS Overview Video here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NsgEwYEoTPU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pr_L0kqIsWw&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NsgEwYEoTPU






PROGRAMS
Personal Finance

• YIS students can begin their personal 
finance journey and learn real-life 
lessons with our newest Money Skillz 
Bootcamp Program.  

• The curriculum includes lessons in 
Earning Money, Budgeting, Banking, 
Career Exploration, Saving, and 
Investing and so much more! 

• YIS also offers YouTube videos for 
each lesson that can be found on our 
YouTube Channel (YISORG) 

Personal Finance Curriculum



PROGRAMS
Investing

• YIS students can begin learning 
investment skills in Units 1-7. 

• Each Unit Contains 3-4 Lessons which 
includes Prezi Presentations, Videos, 
and Quizzes. 

• The curriculum includes lessons in The 
Value of a Stock, What Makes a Good 
Business, Learning to Speak the 
Language of Finance, Intrinsic Value 
and so much more!

• YIS also offers YouTube videos for 
each lesson that can be found on our 
YouTube Channel (YISORG)

Investment Curriculum



PROGRAMS 

YIS Programs Offered:

School Sponsored Clubs: YIS will teach students the skills to save and invest for their future
in a fun team environment. Teacher guided and student led activities are conducted weekly in 45- 
minute increments in an in-person or virtual setting.

Courses, Lessons and Videos: We offer over 30 engaging 45-minute lesson plans to help
students learn the basics of investing, personal finance, economics, and accounting. Each
lesson has a downloadable lesson plan, interactive Prezi presentation, and interactive quiz at
the end of each lesson.

Dollar-A-Day Challenge: YIS students can begin to invest one dollar per day into a personal
brokerage account. Students learn the power of compound interest and start to actively save
for retirement. Students can also compete for a FREE Money Match Scholarship by completing the 
Dollar-A-Day requirements. 

Stock Pitch Competition: This competition is the culmination of investment skills gained
during the year and provides High School students hands-on mentoring in financial analysis.
Students (individually or in teams of two) create stock pitch report and analyze a publicly
traded company to be judged by a panel of investment professionals. 

Enrichment



PROGRAMS 

YIS Programs Offered:

Money Skillz Bootcamp: A 10-hour intro into personal finance course for 7th-9th graders that teaches the 

Seven Golden Rules of Investing as well as the Five Steps to Financial Freedom that is structured as a 

student self-study course and meets all the criteria for current distance learning methods. 

CYIA® Designation: The highest achievement within Young Investors Society, students qualify by studying 

for and passing a rigorous 60-question finance exam, maintaining a high GPA, participating in community 

service, and passing an interview. The CYIA® Designation is widely recognized by top Universities and 

Employers as a top honor for teenagers around the world. 

Learn & Earn®: Learn & Earn™ is an app for students like you to learn about money, entrepreneurship, 

technology, careers, college prep, mental health, and more awesome topics through bite-sized courses. By 

completing courses, you earn money contributed by sponsors, such as brands and non-profit organizations, 

as well as by parents/guardians and family members. If you’re 18 or older, you have the choice to grow your 

balance on top of what you can earn by adding your own money! Funds are invested into the real stock 

market through ETFs and fractional shares. The best part is: You get to explore and add stocks to your 

portfolio!

Continued



PROGRAMS
School Sponsored Clubs

• To ensure a rich experience, YIS teaches 
students to create life changing habits 
to save and invest for their future in a 
fun team environment.

 

• Each local chapter learns the 
fundamentals of saving and investing. 

• The clubs are predominantly student-
led, while overseen by a school 
advisor/teacher.

• Students join a community of other YIS 
students around the world, gain 
leadership experience and learn many 
life lessons (e.g. hard work, patience, 
teamwork, etc.). 

School Club Program



PROGRAMS
The Dollar-A-Day Challenge

• YIS members can begin investing today 
by taking the “Dollar-A-Day Challenge.”

• Students can begin to invest one dollar 
per day into a personal brokerage 
account.

• Students learn the power of compound 
interest and start to actively save for 
retirement and can also compete for a 
donor match scholarship by meeting the 
Dollar-A-Day requirements. 

• This program helps students develop the 
lifetime habit of saving and investing for 
retirement as well as to understand the 
value of long-term decisions. 

The Dollar-A-Day Challenge



PROGRAMS
The Dollar-A-Day Impact

Saving $1/day 
or drinking one less can of soda

Net Worth Net Worth 
matches 

1000 
students

1x1 

AGE 15

AGE 70 AGE 70

10% 10%

~20% of kids 
awarded 1x1 
match

$1.5 million $3.1 million

Notes: 11.0% is the historical average return of the S&P 500 from 1928-2015

SECOND GENERATION

Age

70

Net Worth 

$26 billion



POP QUIZ

QUESTION?

If you start investing $1,000 per 
year at age 15, how much 

money would you have by the 
time you retire (at age 65) if you 
achieve a 10% return per year 

(the stock market average)?  



POP QUIZ

QUESTION?

If you start investing $1,000 per 
year at age 15, how much money 
would you have by the time you 
retire (at age 65) if you achieve a 
10% return per year (the stock 

market average)? 

 

❖$1,629,074

ANSWER:



PROGRAMS
Stock Pitch Competition

• YIS’ annual flagship event is the Global Stock 
Pitch Competition. This competition is the 
culmination of investment skills gained during 
the year and provides High School students 
hands-on mentoring in financial analysis.

 
• Each student or team writes a report on their 

chosen company with a “Buy” or “Sell” 
recommendation and then presents and defends 
their analysis to a panel of judges.

• In 2023, over 440 students from 32 US states and 
16 countries competed in the competition. The 
global finals were held in Salt Lake City, Utah 
along with investment workshops, speakers, 
case study competition and so much more!

Global Stock Pitch Competition



PROGRAMS
Stock Pitch Competition



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uk-vqbprJrc

PROGRAMS
Stock Pitch Competition Highlights



PROGRAMS
Certified Young Investment Analyst 
(CYIA®)

• The highest honor within the Young Investors Society is to be 

awarded a Certified Young Investment Analyst (CYIA®) 
Designation.

• The CYIA® Designation represents a tremendous achievement.  
Less than 10% of those students that enter YIS end up achieving 
the CYIA® Designation. 

• It is widely respected by Universities and future employers.  

1. Be an active member of Young Investors Society
   2. Pass the online timed CYIA® exam (50% pass rate).
   3. Participate in a State or Regional Stock Pitch Competition.
   4. Participate in the YIS Dollar-A-Day Challenge.
   5. High School Teacher or YIS Advisor Letter of Recommendation.
   6. Participate in a Community Service Project – 10 hrs.
   7. Minimum GPA of 3.0 or equivalent.
   8. Conduct a final interview with a YIS Board Member.

Designation

Requirements





03

YIS CLASS CODE:  947947 



PROGRAMS
YIS ACCESS Initiative

• The YIS Access initiative provides access to 
FREE, quality, financial literacy education, 
mentorship, STEM career education, and 
scholarships to a variety of talented 
students in under-resourced communities.

• Student will learn Account Management, 
Budgeting, Credit Profile, Loans & Debt, 
Entrepreneurship, Saving, Stocks, and 
Investing. 

• We hope to increase access to financial 
literacy in under-resourced communities, to 
encourage under-represented ethnic groups 
and women in finance, and empower youth 
to take an active role in their financial future. 

YIS Access Initiative



YIS MERCHANDISE

Click to go to the YIS Online Store:
https://young-investors-society.myspreadshop.com/

100% of all merchandise proceeds go to fund 
YIS programs! Get your YIS swag today!

Get your YIS Merch!

YIS Merchandise Store Now OPEN!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pr_L0kqIsWw&t=1s
https://young-investors-society.myspreadshop.com/


What Type of Investor Are 
You?

• 3 Cartons of Ice Cream: $10.00

• Latest Blockbuster Movie: 
$10.00

• 3lb Pack of Filet Mignon: $10.00

• 12 Pack of Toilet Paper: $10.00

At A Grocery Store: Which Item Would You 
Buy?



What Type of Investor Are 
You? Part 2

• 3 Cartons of Ice Cream: $10.00
Short-Term Gain=Growth Investor

• Latest Blockbuster Movie: $10.00
Latest & Greatest=Momentum Investor

• 3lb Pack of Filet Mignon: $10.00
Quality At A Good Price=Quality Investor

• 12 Pack of Toilet Paper: $10.00
Cheap & Practical=Value Investor

At A Grocery Store: Which Item Would You 
Buy?



POP QUIZ

QUESTION?

In 2005 you invested $10,000 
in Priceline (PCLN)?  

How much is that investment 
worth today?     

Who can get the closest?



POP QUIZ

QUESTION?

In 2005 you invested $10,000 
in Priceline (PCLN)?  

How much is that investment 
worth today?     

Who can get the closest?

ANSWER:

$53 Million Dollars!
(PCLN is up 5,345%)



IMPORTANT DATES
Mark Your Calendars

• October (Ongoing) 
Dollar-A-Day Challenge

• November 1st-30th

CYIA® Exam Open Online
Fireside Chat with Industry Professional 

• December 1st-30th

Community Champions Community Service Events

• January 1st-January 30th 
CYIA® Exam Open Online
Mid-Year Finance Competition 

• February 
Fireside Chat with Industry Professional 
Stock Pitch Registration OPENS

• March 2023
Stock Pitch Prep Night
Stock Pitch Reports/Presentations Due

• April 1-April 30, 2023
State Stock Pitch Competitions Held (U.S. & International) 

• May 2024
Global Youth Investment Summit 

Dates to Remember

Ongoing
• Dollar-A-Day Challenge
• CYIA Designation Applications Accepted

All applications can be emailed to 
Ctobin@yis.org

mailto:ctobin@yis.org


DONATE TO YIS TODAY

Visit our website at:
WWW.YIS.ORG

Follow us on:

Follow Us On Social Media

Young Investors Society has regular updates and contest that 
are announced on our social media pages.

Follow us for the most recent news, updates, and contests!

 

Questions? 
Contact:

Christine Tobin
Chief Operating Officer

(805) 479-5292
Ctobin@yis.org

http://www.yis.org/


See You At The Next Meeting!
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